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state'ethics and Politics in a single Revelation much in same 
way as Plato does in his Republic. 
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Kid way in our life’s journey, I went astray 
from the straight road and woke to find myself 

alone in a carl' wood, How shall I say 
What wood ihrt. was, I never saw so oreair. 

"o rank, so arduous a wi 'cerr.essj 
Its very merorv gives a sha.e to fear. 

Death could scarce he : err either than that niece 
But since it care to good I will recount 
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ail that 1 Pound revealed there 1 Cod's <r rac 
how I came Co it I cannot riphtlv sen. 

So drugged end loose with sleep had 1 become 
W!:er T first wandered there from the True way 
Hut at the far erd of that valley of evil 
whoe naze had sopped my very heart with fear 
1 found rvself before! a little Hill 
ard lifted up n:y eyes. Its shoulders glowed 

already with the sweet rays of that rlarei 


(sJfjttjl.) 


jrjl 

-i— Ci)J 

>■> If -.-yV^ 



whose virtue leads men straight or. every road, 
and the shining etrenghtened it.-. against the fright 


whose agon” had wracked the la! e of my heart 
through a]' the terrors of that piteous night, 

/nd as I fell to my Soul’s ruin, > Presence. 

gathered before ire ct. the discoloured air, 

the figure of one v*hc seceaned hoarse froi. .c.g 

si ier.ee 

At sight of them in that friendless waste 1 cried. 


M Have pit'* on me, whatever thing you are, 
whether shade or living mar.." And it replied 
" Not man, though mar, 1 once was, and my Blood 
was lombard, both my parents manntain. 

1 was bort), though late. Sub Julio, and \ red 


- (J. ) 

‘fy?<f'krts4‘ry? 

^ lj c - \f 

(J j i 

L4jJ 


c- JfS 





ir. I'on.t under Augustus in the noon 
of the fake and lying Gods. I was a poet 
ard sang of old Ar.chiees noble Son 
who came to Rome after the burning of Troy. 

But you why do you return to these distresses 
instead of climbing that shining mount of Joy 
winch is lie SeaL and first cause of mar. T s bless. 

Ar.d ale • ou then that Virgil and that four tain 
o. purest sepeecl?" cy- voice grew tremulous: 

■ Ur- ar.d l’eht.- r "it is; now may that zeal 
ar.d lnvr s a • r , n .. ' I at I poured out 
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on your heroic verses Ser-us me well 

ror you are my true masters and first author 

The soul maken from whom I drew the breath 
of that sweet style whose measures 
have brought me honour 

See thene immortal sage, the beast I flee. 

For mv Soul's salvation, I beg you, 
guard me from her, 

for she has struck a mortal tremour through me. 
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And he then: " Follm.” And he moved ahead 
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The High Creator 

Scourged them from Heaven fcr its 
Perfect beauty, 

and Hell will net receive t'em sin ru 
the wicked 

.ni?hc feel some glory over them," And I: 

" Kastpr > what gnaws at them so hideously 
their lamentation sturns the very air?" 
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" They have nc hope of death," he 
answered me, 

and in their blind and ur.attaining 
state. 

their nd.serable lives have sunk so low 
that they must er.vy every other fate. 
No word of. them survies their living 
Season, 

Kerry and Justice deny them ever a 
Name 

Let us not speak of them: look, and 
Pass on." 

(Translation-John Cardi) 
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And Is " What you will, X will. You are my 
Lord and know I depart in nothing from your wish, 
and you know my mind beyond my spoken word 
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" On march the ba nners of the king of Kell” 
my master said, " Towards us. Look straight ahead, 
can you make him out at the core of the 

frozen shell?" 

Like a whirling windmill seen a far at 

twilight. 

Or when a mist has risen from the ground- 
just such an engine rose upon my sight 
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stirring up such a wind and bitter wind 
X covered for shelter at tr.y master's back, 
there being nc other windbreak I could 

find 

When we had gone so far across the ice 
that it pleased my guide to show me the 
foul creature 

’-** ch once had worn the grace of Paradise, 
made me stop, and, stepping aside, he 

said:_ 

M Now see the face of Dis* This is the Place 
where you must arm your soul against 


all dread. 11 
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this is the terror that cannot be to id. 

I did rot die, and yet. I lost lift's breath 
-J '-yire for yourself v*l at I bt'.anr 
deprived ator.ce of both life and 

death. 
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:he above the rest 
In shape and gesture Proudly eminent. 

Stood like a tower; his form had not yet lost 
all her original brightness, nor appeared. 
Less than Arch Angel ruined,and the exces 

of glory obscured: As when the Sun new risen 
Looks through the horizental misty air 
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Shorn of his beams, or from behind the moon 
In dim eclipse disastrous twilight sheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of Change 
Perplexes monarchs. Dark, n,d So,yet shone 
Above them all th* Arch Angel;but his face 
Deep Seers of thunder had intrencht and Care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows 
of dauntless Courage: Cruel his eys, but cast 
sings of remorse and passion to behold 
The fellows of his Crime, the followers rather 
( for other once beheld in bliss),Condemn,d 
For ever now to have their lot in Pain, 

Million of spirits for his fault amerc’t 
of Heav'r., and from eternal splendrours 

Flung 

Por his revolt, yet faithful how they 

stood, 

their glory withered. As when Heaven's 

fire 

Hath Scath'd the forest oaks pines 
with signed top their stately growth 

through bare 

Stands on blasted heath. He now prepared 
To speak, where at their doubled ranks 

they bend 

From wing to wing. And Half enclose him 

round 

With all his Peers: attention held them 

mute 



Thrice he essay’d, and thrice inspite of 

Scorn 

Tears such as angels weep, burst f°rth^ 

Words interwove with sighs foun dout 

their way 
Book 1 589 - 621 
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And shape star-! rig} t spcearll, or brightercla«t 
Witl what perrissive glcry since his 


fall 


left hit.!, or false glitter 
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Evil into the mind of God or man 

May cfTne and go, so unapproved,and leav 

No spot or blame behind 
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Bane,- and in Heaven much worse would d£ 
be my state (Paradise Lost lx,122-3) 
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Farewell happy fields 

vnere jcy for ever dwells: Hail horror's ' ai'> 
Infernal world, anu thou propeundest hell. 
Receive these rev possessor: Ore who brings 
A mind not to bo cl anged by Place cr tine 
The rind is its ovr. -lace, ar.c ?. r i tee If 
Car nahe a Heaven of Hell, A hell of Heaven 
v/hat .natters wher--, ; f the still the sane, 

Ar d , -.lat 1 shc-n'c u *• a I • *■•?; 1 ess- than he e 
v.hon t..under hat!, made c 1 :» « 7 .ere at 

host 

he shall be free: th' Almighty h^rh not lu.lt 
these form his envoy, '-ill not drive vs lore*** 
Here wo may reign secure, and in my Choi-e 
To reigh is worth emtitions though in Hell: 
Better to reign in Hell,- than serve in Heaver-, 
(Book I 249-263) 
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It is a pity that Iqbal makes no mention ot Bergson in Asrar-i-Kh.iJi 
and expounded the latters whole philosophy of life under a saving <-t 
Imam Shafa’i. There was no philosophy hidden in the woids m tin* 
Imam who would have probably failed to understand the philosophy 
which Iqbal took from Bergson and ascribed it to linn. 

(Iqhal as a Thinker p. I*9) 


Iqbal as a Thinker-Page 190. 
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Iqbal tried to identitv Bergson’s aetheism with the Islamic idea of the 
unity of God. 
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Among the representatives ot contemporary thought Beigson « 
the only thinker who has made a keen stud> of the phenomenon duration 
in tune. 

fiA^y f A> <J A u i> 

Time is a spaceless creative force in which change and evolution 
are inherent : There is no other reality beyond Time. Basing his view on 
the Prophets saying do not revile time - Iqbal tried to identify 

Bergson’s aetheism with the Islamic idea of the Unity of God. 

(The Reconstruction of Religious Thought 'if,/'"'?iff'^ 
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According to Bergson, then Reality is a free unpredicatable. creative, 
vital impetus of the nature of volition which though! spatiali/es and 
views as a plurality of ‘things.’ A full criticism of I his view cannot he 
undertaken here. Suffice it to say that the vitalism of Bergson ends jn 
an insurmountable dualism of will and thought I his is really due to the 
partial view of intelligence that he takes. (The Reconst rue lion ot Religious 
Thought in Islam -p. 51-52). 

z - 

Bergson, however, denies the teleological character of Reality on the 
ground that teleology makes time unreal. According to him ‘the portals 
4 >f the future must remain wide open to Reality.' Otherwise, it will not 
be free and creative. (Ibid. pp. 53 & 54) 
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Feisonally. I am inclined to think that time is an essential element in 
Reality. But real time is not serial time to which the distinction of past, 
present and future is essential : it is pure duration, i.e., change without 
succession, which Me-Taggart’s argument does not touch. Serial time is 
pure duration puantitiative measurement. It is in this sense that Quran 
says : ‘And of Him is the change of the night and of the day’. 

(The Reconstruction of Religious Tought in Islam), p. 58. 
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The universe, according to Einstein, is not a kind of island in an inifinite 
space : it is finite but boundless ; beyond it there is no empty space. 
In the absence of matter the universe would shrink to a point. Looking, 
however, at the theory from the standpoint that 1 have taken in these 
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lectures. Einstein’s Relativity presents one great difficulty, i.e. the 
unreality of time. A theory which takes time to a kind of fourth dimen¬ 
sion of space must, it seems, regard the future as something already 
given, as indubitably fixed as the past. Time as a free creative movement 
has no meaning for the theory. 


The cause and its effect are mutually so related that the former is 
chronologically prior to be latter, so that if the former is not. the latter 
cnnot be. If mathematical time is serial time, then on (he basis of the 
theory it is possible, by a careful choice of the velocities of the observer 
and the system in which a given set of events is happening, to make 
the effect precede its cause. It appears to me that time regarded as a 
fourth dimension of space ceases to be time. A modem Russian writer. 
Ouspensky, in his book called Tertium Organum conveives the fourth 
dimension to be the movement of a three dimensional figure in a direction 
not contained in itself. (The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in 
Islam, pp 38,39) 
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!' 'V lme regarded as an or e anic whole that the Quran describes as 
Taqdeer on the destiny a word which has been « much immedastood 
ho, , „, and outside the world of Islam. Destiny is time regarded as prior 
(O (he doc osiire of its pomssibities (The Reconstruction of Religious 
Thought in Islam). 
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1. Iqbal, Poet Philosopher of Pakistan-Columbia University Press, 
New York and London, 1971. 



It was not Iqbal the philosopher, who became concious of the 
importance of time. On the contrary, it was the poet that forced the 
philosopher to look for the immediate fact of experience. 

As a yc' ng poet he had a vision of the divastating aspect of time. 
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Finally, in Khizr-i-Rail(The Guide),the last poem of "Bang-i-Dura", 
the concept of time as a ceaseless duration emerges. 1 
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Iqbal clearly says that beyond Him and apart from His creative 
activity, there is neither time nor space to exclude Him from any reference 
to other egos. He calls the space and time the possibilities of ultimate 
ego, only partially lealized in the shape of mathematical time and space. 
These two statements put together do not convey a clear idea. 
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: 

There is, however, one question which will be raised in this connec* 
* tion. Does not individuality imply fimtude ? If God is an ego and as 
such an individual, how can we conceive Him as infinite ? The answer 
to this question is that God cannot be conceived infinite in the sense of 
spatial infinity, in matters of spiritual valuation mere immensity accounts 
for nothing. Moreover, as we have seen before, temporal and spatial 
infinities are not absolute. Modern science regards Nature not as something 
static, situated in an infinite void, but a structure of int<»r-related events 
out of whose mutual relations arise the concepts of space and time. 
Ano this is only another way ot saying that space and time are inter¬ 
pretations which thought puts upon the creative activity of the ultimate 
Ego. Space and time are possibilities oi the Ego only partially realized in 
the sliape ul our mathematical space and tune. Beyond Mini and apart 
from His creative uctivit\. there is neither time in nor space to close 
Him off in releicnce to other egos. The Ultimate Ego is, therefore, 
neitliei mlmne in the sense ol spatial infinity nor finite in the sense of 
the space bound human ego whose body closes him off in reference to 
other egos. The infinity ot the Ultimate Ego consists in infinite inner 
possibilities of His creative activity of which the universe, as known to 
us, is only a partial expression. In one word God’s infinity is intensive, 
not extensive. It involves an infinite series, but is not liiat series 1 . 

Space and time are interpretation; CjljLv. 
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Beyond Hun and apart from His creative activity there is neither 
time nor space. 
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1. (The Reconsiiuctioii ot Religious Thought in Islam - p. o4). 
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